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Making every day Earth Day
ARTICLE and
PHOTOS BY
Cassandra
Journigan
Gainesville Regional Utilities’ Biosolids Recycling
Program takes organic
waste and puts it to use. Engineer Richard Hutton explained the concept behind
this Archer farm.
“This is a working farm
where many of the crops
grown are used as silage, or
cattle feed. We provide the
farmer with biosolids that are
rich in nutrients. Biosolids
were previously thrown into
landfills. In places like this,
where the soil is fairly poor
to begin with, the nutrients
from the biosolids organically
enhances it, making it much
richer.”

E

arth Day was celebrated a week ago, on April 22, although I don’t
know where. I didn’t see or hear a word of it anywhere.

Given the load of trash we’re piling up, the theories of greenhouse
gases and declining supplies of fossil fuels, we should consider every
day earth day. We Americans throw out trash at a rate of 4.6 pounds
per person per day, according to U. S. Environmental Protection
figures. That’s a lot of stuff – 250 million tons annually.
In 1960, the EPA says, Americans produced an average of 2.7 pounds
of trash per person per day. There weren’t as many disposables then,
nor did we want nearly as much stuff. Closets were much smaller. One
TV was enough for the whole family. Now we have more than we need
and trash what we don’t want. Expensive items are built with planned
obsolescence in mind. And everything is wrapped in wicked
packaging. I recently saw a commercial for a special tool, mainly
plastic, to remove all the plastic surrounding newly purchased CDs.
If we’re consuming more today, at least we’re doing something right
about it, says the EPA. We’re recycling. In the mid 1980s, there was
just one curbside recycling service in the United States. By 2006, we
had 8,660. We are now recycling about one-third of our waste.
Stop consuming and start saving
With two-thirds of our waste continuing to end up in landfills, the EPA
proposes several environmentally friendly alternatives. Their most
(Continued on page 4)

A screen of green
shrubbery shields
construction landfill
from the view of
passersby. Without the
greenery, the pastoral
scene of the farm
above, which is
situated just across
the road, would be
much harder to
appreciate.
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Opinions & Editorials
My turn on the soapbox…Another case of corporate gotcha
BY Wayne Journigan

As

most of us do nowadays, the wife and I use our bank debit/credit card for most daily purchases, gas included.
The other day I stopped by a gas station on US 129 in Trenton and whipped out my trusty Perkins State Bank
debit/credit card. I was hoping the $20 worth of fuel would get me to Alachua and back. Upon swiping my card,
answering “debit” to the usual “debit or credit” question and entering my PIN, I was told by the gas pump to see the
cashier.
So off I go to see the cashier. When I told her I only wanted $20 worth of gas but the pump refused my debit card, she
said it does that from time to time and I should use the credit option. The pump accepted the card this time, so I pumped
the gas and I continued my trip.
Upon returning home, I did my daily financing and, lo and behold, upon going online to my bank account I noticed that
not only was my $20 purchase for fuel pending for payment but so were two other transactions – each one in the amount
of $100.

I almost had a heart attack. I immediately called Perkins. The bookkeeper immediately traced down the two pending
$100 transactions. She told me the gas company placed the two holds on my account because I’d tried to use my debit
card twice and that both times the transaction was refused. I’d done so only once, then used credit. I was unaware gas
companies, or anyone else, would do such a thing. After all, I had sufficient funds in my account to cover the gas
expense. And then some. The bookkeeper said it was routine for companies to do that with the debit feature and that I
should always use the credit option. She also said the two $100 charges should drop from their pending status and be
removed from my account by 3:00 that afternoon.
I was concerned. What if through some glitch – a computer error – they were not dropped. What if, on the way home,
before that 3:00 drop, I had had an emergency and needed to use cash rapidly, only to find I was overdrawn because of
that $200 being tied up?
Just thought I’d let you know how the debit card can cause serious problems for us working folks. And, oh, by the way,
had a similar incident with another gas chain a few days later, only I used debit this time. They only put an $80 hold on
my account. Just wanting to make sure my account was good, I guess. Only thing was, this one, combined with the other,
did throw me into the red. Just what now, are the common folk to do?
We invite and in fact seek the
opinions of our readers. Please
email your letters to editor
@truthseekertimes.com or mail
them to Editor, TruthSeeker Times,
13650 NW 86th Ave., Chiefland FL
32626. We reserve the right to edit
for brevity and will not print
libelous material. Cassie
Journigan, Editor
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Whether ‘tis better to serve the many or the
few in south Levy County
A guest editorial by Marsha Drew

It

was a full house at the Inglis/ Yankeetown Lion’s Club on Monday, April 14 for a presentation by the Department
of Environmental Protection. The topic was the proposed private sewage plant, now being considered by the Department of Environmental Protection for permitting in Yankeetown. A public hearing is part of the process when there’s
a heightened public awareness. The awareness is definitely heightened in our small town.
Yankeetown government officials spoke in opposition to DEP’s permitting of this facility, stating among other things
that the transient condo development this package plant would support had been denied 15 months ago by the Yankeetown Zoning official. Mayor Clary told DEP that Yankeetown had recently hired an independent engineer to reevaluate
the criteria Izaak Walton Investors used to determine the capacity at the plant, with a much lower result. The engineer
the town hired developed the model Izaak Walton Investors used to determine the amount of sewage they could dispose
of in a day. She turned in the calculations to DEP for their review.
Zoning Official Chris Fineout described the sinkhole directly under Izaak Walton’s proposed sewage filtration beds, stating that even when the rest of the property floods this depression some 8 feet deep and 75 feet across does not hold water.
Other comments included concern for the Withlacoochee River, an Outstanding Florida Waterway, which is within a few
hundred feet of lift stations and 1,300 feet from the package plant.
The fear that this sewage plant, in a Coastal High Hazard Area, is a recipe for disaster prompted statistics supporting the
statement that it’s not “if” these systems eventually fail, but “when.” Planning staff resolved incorrect comments from
pro developers, about the recent Comprehensive Plan amendments, which do not allow private facilities, and discussed
the lack of Public Service Commission oversight which would prevent price gouging by a private owner. Councilman
Dame urged the DEP to consider State statutes which require them to consider local rules.
The most common thread of opposition seemed to be the fear that the developers would build and abandon the plant,
leaving the staffing, repair, maintenance and eventual rebuilding after a hurricane event, to the town. This would be a
huge burden to the 600 residents. A private citizen, speaking against the permitting, told DEP that the developers purchased this land in a residential neighborhood and how unfair it would be to burden the adjacent property owners with a
sewer facility next to their homes.
Citizens who spoke for the project seemed confused about the fact that the proposed sewage plant is actually private and
would benefit, for the most part, the new development. Recently, Izaak Walton Investors has tried to rally support for the
package plant by offering to include some of the homes in the Waterway Estates subdivision.
The overwhelming majority of subdivision residents are opposed to the proposed plant. Many of them are now being
sued by the same developer, in a long list of lawsuits Izaak Walton Investors and their associated companies Forum Architects and Sherwood Partners have filed against the town and its residents.
Those speaking for the package plant made personal attacks against town officials and residents, but had no substantive
evidence that the private facility would be a benefit to the community.
The Town of Yankeetown will continue forward, gathering information about a regional sewer plant, which will benefit
all citizens of not only Yankeetown but our neighboring Town of Inglis and South Levy County. It would be situated
east of Hwy. 19, outside of the Coastal High Hazard area. Until this is accomplished, the town is striving to be good
stewards of the environment by requiring high performance septic systems for new construction and failed existing systems, to protect our river.
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EARTH DAY

(Continued from page 1)

favored solution is for people to reduce their consumption of purchased goods. Called source reduction, this solution
also includes reuse of objects.
Recycle and compost
Recycling and composting ranks second on EPA’s list. Disposal in combustion facilities, where materials are burned at
high heat and converted to energy, is third. While the energy is a boon, there is a cost to be paid – air pollution. The last
alternative – disposal in landfills – is the EPA’s least-favored solution. Sanitary landfills are safer than merely dumping
objects, since a hole is first dug, then lined with an impervious material meant to prevent toxic materials from leaching
into groundwater.
Shrinking numbers of landfills
The landfill solution has become a huge problem. In the late 1980s there were more than 8,000 landfills. Fewer than
2,000 remain. Increasingly, trash is transported to poor regions in the United States or overseas. Transporting waste to
places far away concerns Jennifer Clapp, Professor of Environmental Studies at the University of Waterloo in Canada.
She believes that because rich nations can just put their trash at the curb and forget it, people care little about the
environmental effects it has at on its eventual resting place or the people who live close by.
Clapp calls this “distancing,” and says that because we are so far removed physically from where our trash ends up, we
tend to generate more trash. She says that the distancing, combined with a lack of information, awareness and
understanding, prevent us from making informed environmental choices.
Being stewards of our environment
So just how can we become better stewards of our environment? Dixie, Levy and Gilchrist counties all have recycling
programs, but I was unable to get much information. Dixie County did not return my phone call. Levy County was not
very helpful, although I was told they no longer recycle glass. And while Gilchrist County promised to fax a copy of their
recycling program, I never received it.
The USEPA web site; however, was quite helpful. They list several suggestions for big stuff, like electronics and
televisions. For example:

•

Drop off old cell phones, rechargeable batteries and inkjet cartridges at Best Buy.

•

Area
Restaurants
Campbell’s Seafood & More

Cracker Box Cafe

680 W. Thrasher Dr.
Bronson
(352) 486-4909

203 NW 1st St.
Trenton
(352) 463-0055

Homestead Restaurant

Willard’s Restaurant &
Lounge

US 19
Fanning Springs

3490 SE County Rt. 337
Morriston
(352) 486-2435

(352) 463-0040

Home of the 20-oz. T-bone

Office Depot sells recycling boxes for
cell phones, PDAs, computers, TVs, etc.
The stores take care of the recycling.

•

Staples recycles computers and
components for $10 per item.
See the USEPA web site (listed at the
bottom of this article) for many other
suggestions.
When I was at PetSmart in Butler Plaza
recently, they were asking for used cell
phones to help defray costs of helping
homeless pets. Many local charities also
accept used cell phones.
If you don’t currently recycle and want to
begin slowly, start by recycling paper.
Paper takes up nearly half of most
municipal landfills, and once compacted,
does not easily deteriorate.
Recycling can become habit-forming.
Stores now sell inexpensive, reusable
shopping bags. Cutting down on plastic
(Continued on page 5)
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Humane
Society
News…

We had an Adoption event at the Holy Family Catholic Church on Saturday, April 19.
There was an Antique Car Show, which drew a lot of people for the show, and the adoption event. There
were four different organizations doing adoptions, all four rescue animals from Levy County Animal Services. Three
dogs were adopted from Dr. Esler’s Rescue and one from the Humane Society of Levy County, Inc.

The Humane Society is a nonprofit organization. We rely on our web site www.humanesocietyoflevycounty.com and
Petfinder.com for our adoptions and posting our animals on numerous web sites to get the exposure needed, as well as
other rescues posting our animals on their web sites. We also rely on the support of our volunteers and the financial
support of others. Speaking of support, we now have pledge cards on our web site. Please visit and donate as much as
you can so we can take better care of our homeless animals.
We are trying to find a location within the city limits of Bronson, since it is the County Seat and a centralized location in
Levy County and also close to Levy County Animal Services. The land will have to be able to be zoned for a
Veterinarian Practice (a special exemption), so that we can do Low Cost Spay and Neuters. We are looking to see if
someone has a kind heart and would donate land or funds to purchase land. Summer is nearing and to take animals for
adoption to an outside location is very stressful for the pets. Cats really do badly when taken to adoption events.
PetSmart is an ideal location with in-store adoptions, but Levy County isn’t fortunate to have a location like that yet.
If anyone has ideas, email mike5138@aol.com, call (352) 486-5705, or mail Mike Schenk, Humane Society of Levy
County, Inc., PO Box 678, Bronson, Fla., 32621. Remember to visit Levy County Animal Services
www.levycountyanimal.petfinder.com to adopt straight from the shelter. The Humane Society rescues animals from the
shelter when there is space available. Our Adopt a Pet is Shelly. Look for this gorgeous gal on the back page of this
issue! Thank you all again. Mike Schenk
EARTH DAY

Southern Nostalgia Gift Baskets

(Continued from page 4)

bags alone saves much landfill space. If all of us were to
make small changes, we would make a big difference in our
pocketbooks and the environment. Please, do your part and
make every day Earth Day.
Sources:
EPA’s Municipal Solid Waste web site at http://www.epa.gov/
epaoswer/non-hw/muncpl/index.htm.
Jennifer Clapp, “Distancing of Waste, Overconsumption in a
Global Economy,” found online at www-rohan.sdsu.edu/
faculty/dunnweb/rprnts.2005.10.10Clapp.pdf.

(A wonderful alternative to flowers)

Nationwide
shipping
&
Local
delivery

Anyone would love to receive one of our
beautiful Custom Baskets!
Brimming with a bountiful selection of
their very favorite things!

To learn more, please visit our web site:

sonogiftbaskets.com
For additional info email us at sonobaskets@aol.com
or telephone (352) 463-6442.
Celebrating Cinco de Mayo May 4!
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Area Events
Date & Event/Location/Time
May 2 – 4: Spring Bike Festival. Suwannee Bicycle Association. Call Kim Frawley at (386) 397-2347 or
woodbike@bellsouth.net. White Springs and Suwannee River Valley. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
May 3: Tri-County Veterans’ Open House. Free hamburgers, hot dogs, and sodas. American Legion, Old Town. 1
p.m. until ?
May 3: Grand Opening BBQ. William Crow Amvets Post 447. 33 Risher Ave., Inglis. BBQ $5 per plate, free hot dogs
for kids 12 and younger. Side dishes and dessert. Live music 1 – 5 p.m.
May 3: Sink Hole de Mayo. High Springs. Local farmers market and other vendors, musicians set up inside the sink.
For more info go to www.city.highsprings.com or call (386) 454-3950. 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
May 3: Williston Regional Art Promotion. Williston Women’s Club. 15 artists, Friends of the Library, student art, art
items for sale, bake sale and raffle. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
May 3 – 4: 21st Annual Small Boat Meet. Open to all small sail and paddle boats. No fees. Call Hugh Horton (810)
468-6456 or Mac McCarthy (941) 355-6736. Cedar Key City Park. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
May 10: 6th Annual Yankeetown Volunteer Fire and Rescue Fishing Tournament. Rain Date May 17. Weigh-in 4
– 5 p.m. Call Valerie Davenport for more information (352) 447-3323.
May 17: Block Party at the Trenton Train Depot with Flying Turtles & Friends (Saturday Noon - 5).
May 23: 3rd Annual Williston Ranch Rodeo. Williston Horseman's Park Arena. Wild cow milking, team saddling,
mutton bustin', team cooking and children 12 and under try to pull a ribbon off the calves' tails. Plus more. 8 – 10 p.m.
May 24-25: Flowers in the Park at Cedar Key. Local vendors showing and selling flowers, cactus, bamboo and hand
-crafted lawn furniture. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
May 31 – June 7: Yulee Railroad Days. Events array of events showcase the historical, cultural and natural
attractions of North Florida. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

To have your non-profit event included, please email editor@truthseekertimes.com or call (352) 493-7486. We need
the information before the 20th of the month to be included in the 1st of the month issue and by the 5th to be included in
the 15th of the month issue.

Trenton Train Depot May Events
The Trenton Farmers market is open Tuesdays from
2 to 6 p.m. with open mic from 2 to 3 p.m.
Featured performers play from 3 to 5 p.m.
May 6 Flying Turtles String Band
May 13 Back Yard Pickers
May 17 Block Party with Flying Turtles & Friends (Saturday Noon - 5)
May 20 Donna Stacy
May 27 TBA
Trenton Community Farmers' Market News
Want to learn to spin or knit? A spinning guild is forming! Local spinners and spindlers are invited to meet at the Train Depot
during Farmers' Market hours. Spindles and fiber are on hand. Natural dyeing and sock knitting workshops will be offered this
summer. Contact Elle Hogan for more information: dovesroostyarns@aol.com or (352) 472-7632.
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Classified Advertising
DEAL of the MONTH!
Land for Sale.
$0 Down and $257 per month.
Zoned residential, lots of
trees. Call (352) 872-4230.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Backyard Pickers always
looking for bluegrass, old
country pickers. Guitar, bass,
fiddle, mandolin, etc. Call
(352) 949-0125.

cruise control, leather int., tow
package. H.D. sway bar, power
windows, locks and seat.
33x12.50x15R. $6000 OBO.
Below book. (352) 463-3730.
5th Wheel Avion by Westport.
1995. 31’, double slide. Good
tires, Immaculate inside. Blue
Book value $10-12,000. Asking
$5,500. Needs a little work. Call
(352) 542-3038.
Arelli Rims. Set of 16 in. 5
unilug, 3 with tires, 1 w/o. $75.
(352) 489-7760.

Bluegrass band forming,
looking for musicians. Must be
Guitar, Fender Jaguar, acousticwilling to travel. Serious
electric. Beautiful wood design,
inquiries only. (352) 949-6872.
FOR SALE

Aladdin Slot Machine. Brand
new. $450. Bargains on the
Corner, Trenton. Call (352) 3162102.
‘97 Yukon, 4x4, CD player,

SERVICES
JC Lett Communications
Specialist and Services.
Telephone extensions, CA TV
and inside home telephone repair.
(352) 665-1393.
Lawn Mowing Services. Need
your lawn mowed? Call Larry at
(352) 214-0557.
Master of Ceremonies, DJ,
singer and karaoke services for
entertainment or private parties,
local venues, special events. Call
(352) 949-6872.

Newsletter creation, publishing.
gold-leaf inlays. With case. $300 Professionally produced
OBO. (352) 949-6872.

Wedding dress, worn once.
Beautiful, size 16. Long train,
bead work, full skirt with

newsletters for business or
nonprofits. Print or online.
Also writing and editing
brochures, press releases,
proposals and reports. Call Cassie
at (352) 493-7486 or email
cassie@svic.net.
Pet Sitting. Need somebody to
housesit with your pets? Dogs,
cats, horses, ducks, goats, etc. Call
Stacy at (352) 214-1346.
References provided.
Transfer vinyl records and
cassettes to CD. Listen once again
to your favorite old songs. Call the
Backyard Picker at (352) 9490125.

Classified ads are just $5 for 30 words. Nonprofits are
free. Email editor @truthseekertimes.com or call
(352) 493-7486. Deadline 20th of the month for issue
coming out the first; 10th for issue out the 15th.

attached petticoats. Original cost
$800. Asking $300 or best offer.
Call (352) 949-6872.

OLD-TIME FLORIDA
WEDDINGS
•

OLD-TIME FLORIDA STRING BAND

•

CALLER FOR SQUARE DANCE

•

SOUND SYSTEM

•

DANCE FLOOR

•

HELP WITH PLANNING CEREMONY &
RECEPTION

JUNE IS “WEDDING MONTH” SO
CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR DATE!
(352) 472-7632
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Please adopt me!

My name is Shelly and I have
been living at my foster home for
3 years. I have been very shy,
but that hasn't stopped me from
wanting to say Hi to my foster
dad. He would let us all run and
play in our yard. There are 5 to 10 of us at his home at any time. I get along well
with children and we all love to go in the kiddy pools that he has for us. By the
way I'm a shepherd mix, female and I just completed two weeks of training with
this wonderful lady. I didn't have to share her with everyone else and she took
me to town with her. I walked on a leash and visited the feed store and many
other places. I love to ride in the truck, when my foster dad met us in Williston
yesterday, I was sad and jumped back in her truck. I was happy to see my pals
when I arrived at my foster home again, but knew I wouldn't have that individual
love that I had with the trainer.

Just in time for Summer Fun!
1971 Mark Twain Runabout. 17-ft.
with trailer. 120-hp Merc I/O. Great
boat to cruising, fishing or just
playin’ around. Excellent fuel
consumption. Less than 100 hours
on engine. $3500 OBO.
(352) 949-0125.

Please call my foster dad and make arrangements to meet me. He rescued me
from the shelter when I was sick and looking to never seeing a loving home. I
am here for you and will make you a loving companion. I have been spayed,
current on vaccinations and micro-chipped for identification. Call (352) 486-5705
or www.humanesocietyoflevycounty.com.

Pick up your copy of TruthSeeker Times here:

Transfer vinyl records
and cassettes to CD!
Listen again to your favorite
old songs. Call the Backyard
Picker at (352) 949-0125.

Bronson: A & A Restaurant, Affordable Solutions,
Boondocks Restaurant, Bronson Library,
Claudette’s Pet Grooming, Campbell’s, Four Corners, Hole ‘n
One Golf Course, Junction Gas Station, Willard's
Cedar Key: Anne’s, Anne’s Other Place, Art Center,
CoConut, Eagles Post, Frog’s, SeaBreeze
Chiefland: Amvets, BBQ Bill’s, Billy Bones, Chiefland Tire &
Service, Hair, L.A. Nails, Luther Callaway Library, R&L Pool
Supply, Seventh Heaven, Smoke & Spirits, SVIC, VFW 5625
Fanning Springs: Homestead Restaurant, Huckleberry
Restaurant
Inglis: Inglis VFW, Our Pub, Town Hall

Audio CDs recorded for small musical groups
or bands, 4 people maximum. Soloists, duets,
demo CDs made. Very reasonably priced.
Music Lessons. Acoustic instruments. Banjo,
mandolin and fiddle.

Old Town: Brick Grill, Dixie Music, Drop Anchor Produce,
Flying Hawk, Patches Bike Stuff, Pro Tire, Rack Liquor
Trenton: Back on the Rack Consignment Shop, Bargains on
the Corner, Sunrise Merchandise, Suwannee Quilt Shoppe,
Trenton Train Depot
Yankeetown: General Store, Riverside Retreat Spa, Sunrise
Outpost, Town Hall, Yankeetown Marina

